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P R E S E N T A T I O N  

Oceanário de Lisboa and Oceano Azul Foundation created the Oceans’ Conservation Fund 

with the purpose of addressing the critical challenges in the sphere of conservation of marine 

ecosystems. 

 

The Oceans’ Conservation Fund aims to support new projects that can contribute in a 

decisive way to the conservation of threatened species and marine biodiversity in general. 

Natural resources are essential for society’s survival and economical and social development. 

There is a global understanding that the oceans’ biological diversity is an invaluable asset for 

present and future generations. 

 

However, it is known that there have never been a higher number of threats to species and 

marine ecosystems. Since the number of species lost due to human activity keeps increasing 

at an alarming rate, this initiative takes on an essential and collaborative role in the efforts to 

maintain the existing biodiversity. 

 

Each edition of the Oceans’ Conservation Fund will have a different theme relating to 

conservation of species and marine ecosystems. 

 

 

 



N A T U R E  O F  T H E  F U N D  

The Oceans’ Conservation Fund will support projects of up to 3 years. The total amount 

granted to funded projects is 100,000 euros. 

It will be given special preference to projects that: 

 Have an on-site work component 

 Assure that information gathered and shared is of scientific quality   

 Represent sustainable initiatives, susceptible of being continued after the end of the 

implementation period 

 Foster education, awareness and actions of local population against biodiversity 

reduction 

 Include a strong knowledge sharing facet, not only of technical-scientific knowledge 

(articles, reports, books) but also, and more importantly, of more generic knowledge. 

 

 

F R A M E W O R K  O F  1 s t  E D I T I O N  ( 2 0 1 7 )  

The theme of the Oceans’ Conservation Fund 1st edition is “Rays and Sharks. From darkness to 

the light of science”. Support will be given to new projects, developed in national or 

international territory, which contribute to a better knowledge of these animals, enabling a 

more effective conservation of the existing biodiversity. 

Unlike bony fishes (e.g. groupers or tunas), these fishes have cartilaginous skeleton; and, 

despite representing less than 5% of the total fishes, this group has more than 1000 identified 

species that live in all oceans, at different depths and very diverse habitats. 

  

This group of fishes generally have slow growth rates, late sexual maturation and a low number 

of offspring. With all these factors combined, their capture, generally as bycatch, places them 

in a very delicate situation in terms of conservation. 

 

Effective conservation of sharks and rays requires greater efforts, such as complying with 

legislation and creating rules and regulations. However, primarily, it requires greater 

knowledge of their biology, their habits and the threats they face on a daily basis and how 

we can fight them, in order to protect them.   

 

Over the last decades, various relevant international agreements have been created for the 

conservation of marine biodiversity. The challenge now is to leverage this commitment and 

guarantee that concrete conservation actions are taken locally, regionally, nationally and 



internationally through more advanced knowledge of these species’ ecology, as well as their 

relation with human activities.   

 

At Oceanário de Lisboa you may observe spotted ratfish from the dark and freezing waters 

of the Pacific, rays and manta rays forming squadrons in the waters of the central tank and 

several species of sharks, like the sand tiger, the black-tip-reef-shark, the grey shark and the 

zebra shark. 

 

With the theme “Rays and Sharks. From darkness to the light of science”, Oceanário de Lisboa 

and Oceano Azul Foundation, through the Oceans’ Conservation Fund, aim to contribute 

towards the conservation of such a threatened group of fishes. 

 

 

T H E  F U N D  I N  T H E  C O N T E X T  O F  T H E  A C T I V I T Y  

C A R R I E D  O U T  B Y  O C E A N Á R I O  D E  L I S B O A  

Aquariums stimulate visitors to enjoy the beauty, potential and fragility of aquatic ecosystems. 

Oceanário de Lisboa aims to make its visitors aware of the importance of the balance of 

oceans and marine resources, by sharing the view that ocean conservation is everyone’s 

responsibility. 

 

Annually, more than 700 million people visit zoos and aquariums worldwide. 

The zoological park industry has an enormous educational and economic impact and 

integrates an increasingly higher number of projects that promote sustainability and nature 

conservation. The agenda of zoos and aquariums covers most of the planet’s ecosystems, 

from mountains, forests, coastal wet zones to the greater ocean depths, to coral reefs, 

seagrass meadows and other ecosystems. Their conservation work includes a great diversity 

of species, involving breeding programs, scientific data collection, recovery and repopulation 

of habitats, ecosystem protection measures, among many other aspects. In this context, 

Oceanário de Lisboa supports projects that promote the conservation of aquatic systems, 

and oceans in particular, since 1998. This enterprise has generated results for science and 

conservation, nationally and internationally, and relied on the involvement of several partners, 

including academic and research institutes, universities, NGOs, governmental bodies, 

renowned institutions such as Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian and National Geographic 

Channel and international associations from the zoological parks industry. Marine ecosystems 

are one of Humanity’s greatest assets, therefore, it is considered critical to assure their integrity 

through funding and support of scientific knowledge. 


